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SUBJECT: NRDC's Proposal to Provide Funding for New TCE Risk Reduction Proposals The Natural
Resources Defense Council (NRDC) is proposing to increase the amount of EPA funding for the cost of
performing the necessary follow-up work on TCE-risk reduction activities through the Superfund. We
request that EPA agree to an increase from 25% of the total funds needed to perform these activities

to 35% of the total funds needed to perform these activities. To fund these activities, we request
that EPA's Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response (OSWER) "piggyback" the funding with an

additional $15 million. We also request that OSWER's relative funding be set at 40% of the total
amount needed to perform the follow-up activities. In order to fund these activities, we have

requested $30 million for OSWER's natural-resource damage and restoration program, which has
existed since the 1980's. This $30 million is included in the requested $70 million for the costs of

performing the activities, which would be obtained by reallocating funds that EPA would otherwise
spend on other activities. The requested amounts are approximately 2% of the $2 billion spent in
Fiscal Year 2001 for Superfund activities. A copy of the proposal is attached. Our capacity for the

work would be provided by Natural Resource Defense Council members working with NRDC's
Superfund staff. We anticipate that the employees would be split into a rapid response team, with a

heavy emphasis on natural resources, and a workplan-driven team, with a heavy emphasis on
technical assistance. Regards, Mike Fasano
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