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Commentary from the Pacific Northwest Menu The US
Supreme Court rules on the WA marriage battle (Photo
Credit: @compassiondelivers on Twitter) The US
Supreme Court on Friday (Wednesday over there)
made a major ruling in regards to the Washington’s
marriage law — an amendment to the state’s
constitution by the voters that defined marriage
between a man and a woman. As it turns out, the four
conservative justices — Chief Justice John Roberts,
Clarence Thomas, Samuel Alito and Antonin Scalia —
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decided to appeal to the majority of the court, which
includes Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Sonia
Sotomayor, Stephen Breyer and Elena Kagan. Basically,
the argument is that the recent ruling the court issued
regarding DOMA (Defense of Marriage Act) doesn’t
apply to the case at hand. That’s right. The initiative
passed by the voters of Washington State passed
before the Prop 8 case was decided by the high court.
There was a lot of ruckus in the news about that
decision — no surprise. It basically means that the
Supreme Court ruling was not going to apply to the
marriage law in the state of Washington. Here are
some pertinent information from the Internet. The
Supreme Court announced this morning (Wednesday)
that it has agreed to hear an appeal by lawyers
representing gay people in the case of a challenge to
Washington’s same-sex marriage law. The high court’s
decision came after the justices were meeting in the
home of Justice Antonin Scalia. The high court had
previously issued an order referring the gay marriage
case, DOMA, to a full bench for consideration. The
Supreme Court is scheduled to hear two other issues
on Oct. 8. If the court says it doesn’t have jurisdiction
to hear the case, Washington state’s same-sex couples
still have a federal court challenge. Richard Hasen, an
expert on American politics at the University of
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